
 

Ken Turner 
A Legacy in Gospel Music 

 
Winner of five Grammy Awards. . . 

    Winner of ten Dove Awards. . . 
A member of the Gospel Music Hall of Fame. . . 

 
Former Blackwood Brothers Quartet bass singer Ken Turner has left his mark upon both the 

music he loves and the people he has sung to in his fifty-seven years of ministry. 
 

The youngest child of a sharecropper in South Carolina, Ken dreamed of becoming a gospel 
singer after hearing the Blackwood Brothers Quartet performing on the radio. Years later, Ken 
took the first step toward his dream by joining a barbershop quartet while in the Army in 1959. 
His group won first place in an Armed Forces talent contest, and the rest, as they say, is history. 

When Ken returned stateside, he landed a job as the bass singer for the Palmetto State 
Quartet, appearing regularly on the television program, “Bob Pool’s Gospel Favorites.” It was 
the perfect showcase for Ken’s talents, both as a singer and as a comedian. Several years later 
he joined The Dixie Echoes, a group regularly featured on the national television show, “The 
Gospel Singing Jubilee.” Then in 1971, James Blackwood invited Ken to join the prestigious 
Blackwood Brothers Quartet, fulfilling his twenty-year dream. 

 

In his many years with the Blackwoods, Ken found great favor. His first RCA recording with 
the quartet won a Grammy award. Several years later, their radio single, “Learning to Lean,” 
smashed all existing records by remaining #1 for 18 months. They appeared on network televi-
sion programs like “The Tom Snyder Show,” “The Barbara Mandrell Show,” and “Hee-Haw,” as 
well as singing for events such as the Presidential Prayer breakfast for former President Jimmy 
Carter and several Billy Graham Crusades. But in time—after recording more than one hundred 
records and singing in over fifty countries—God began to lead Ken in a new direction. 

In 1986, Ken began a mission-focused ministry with his wife, Judy. Doors immediately be-
gan to open around the world for the couple to sing and speak, from the Dominican Republic to 
the former Soviet bloc. They have built churches, trained pastors, and developed an outreach 
that supports three hospitals and an orphanage with tons of supplies shipped annually (clothing, 
toys, school supplies, musical instruments, sound equipment, transportation, and medical sup-
plies). Their team has seen thousands of people come to know Jesus Christ as their Savior. 

 

 Though the Turners remain mission-minded, Ken still travels to churches across America, 
singing the old songs his fans have grown to love. He remains one of the most beloved bass 
singers in Gospel Music, as well as one of the funniest.  

 

If you would like to have Ken sing for your church service, senior adult program, or event, 
please contact his office at 803-325-2096.  

 
 

God’s best to you! 
 

 
Ken Turner Ministries 
kgt@comporium.net  

 

Ken Turner Ministries  Box 2461  Rock Hill, SC   29732  803-325-2096 


